Gas sensors & analysers  by unknown
Markets & Business News Update
www.three-fives.com 7
Participants in the US gas
sensors and analyzers market
are forced to be content
with thin profit margins and
flat growth, as demand satu-
ration and maturity engulf
this market.
In “North American Gas
Sensors and Analyzers
Market,” this market generat-
ed revenues worth $365.7m
in 2003 and is only likely to
reach $473m 2010.
Participants focus primarily
on the aftermarket demand,
because few new facilities
are being constructed in oil,
gas, chemical and petro-
chemicals or in power 
generation.
“The challenge for vendors
lies in striking a perfect bal-
ance between earnings and
expenditure so resources can
be invested for R&D,” says
research analyst Saurabh
Daga.“This is expected to aid
technological advancements,
a rarity at the moment, which
in turn, could rejuvenate the
market.”
Customers have also become
extremely price-sensitive
owing to commoditisation
and are opting for less
expensive brands, reducing
profit margins. Suppliers
who can demonstrate higher
accuracy, improved efficien-
cy and increased interoper-
ability with legacy systems,
at no additional cost, is likely
to be the preferred vendor.
Another key market develop-
ment is growing competition
among different types of sen-
sors, evident from the transi-
tion happening from catalytic
sensors to infrared sensors,
which are capable of detect-
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ing a wide variety of gases.
Besides offering low lifetime
COO, infrared sensors allow
users to reduce labor costs
since frequent calibration and
replacement of the sensing
device is not required.
However, the IR high price
at almost double that of 
catalytics is likely to check
uptake.
Demand for catalytic sensors
is expected to remain unaf-
fected in niche applications,
such as hydrogen detection,
since IR sensors cannot
detect hydrogen.
http://www.sensors.frost.com/
A study from FTM Consulting
Inc “Nanotechnology: Impact
of Nanotechnology on the U.S.
Electronics Industry” forecasts
that the nanoelectronics market
will exceed $75bn in 10 years.
The report gives ten year fore-
casts for six major nanoelec-
tronic sectors: IC’s; memory
chips; hard disk drives; displays;
optoelectronic devices and,
removable storage media.
President Frank Murawski,
notes many new products are
expected to come to market in
the 2005 to 2006 timeframe.
“Our analysis indicates a huge
market growth of 45.3% over
the next ten years,” he states.
Some other key findings from
this study include the hard disk
segment being the largest over
the ten-year period, at $36.3bn.
The market for nanotubes used
in ICs is projected at $11.3bn
in ten years.
Web: http://www.mind-
branch.com
Nano market in electronics
